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A Commentary on Kant’s

“The Introduction to the Doctrine of Virtue” (1)

Abstract; This article attempts to make a close reading of, or a com-

mentary on, one part (i.e. , Subsection 1—6) of “the Introduction to the
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Doctrine of Virtue [ Einleitung zur Tugendlehre ] ” of Kant’s The Metaphysics
of Morals. This introductionoutlines the whole doctrine of virtue ( morals).
A comprehensive grasp of this section will prevent readers from losing way a-
mong those extremely complicated provisions. This article elaborates the key
concepts in these texts on the basis of Kant’s entire practical philosophy or
theory of morals; it also emphasizes a comparative analysis between the doc-
trine of right ( which concerns outer freedom) and the doctrine of virtue
(which concerns inner freedom) ; in addition, it clarifies the textual struc-
tures of these texts with orders from “subjective deduction” to “objective de-
duction” and from “the principle” to “the concept of an object” . Theor-
fore, my work helps readers better understand the theoretical framework of
Kant’s moral theory.

Keywords: the doctrineof virtue; inner freedom; the duty; the end;

the Metaphysics of Morals
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