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A Record of the Symposium on
Enlightment and Freedom. YE Xiushan on Kant

Editorial Note. The conference of “Enlightenment and Modern Western
Philosophy: the Symposium on YE Xiushan on Kant: Enlightenment and
Freedom” was co — hosted by the Department of Philosophy, Tsinghua Uni-
versity and the Institute of Philosophy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
on Nov. 16", 2013 on the campus of Tsinghua University. More than 30
scholars from Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Tsinghua University,
Peking University, Renmin University of China, Beijing Normal University,
the Centre Party School of the CPC, the Central Compilation and Translation
Bureau, and other academic institutes, attended the symposium. Enlighten-
ment and Freedom is YE’s book about Kant, which discusses Kant’s philoso-
phy from the perspective of enlightenment and freedom and interprets Kant
against the background of contemporary German and French philosophy. Not
only does it present the meaning of Kant’s philosophy adequately, but also
illuminates the meaning of enlightenment and the spirit of freedom in these
contemporary philosophical works rethinking the Enlightenment. This book
performs as a link between the classical and the modern philosophy through
the interpretation of Kant’s philosophy. The discussions in this Symposium
were centered on a series of issues that this book involved directly or indi-
rectly. For example, what is Modern Enlightenment? What principles has
Modern Enlightenment proposed? Whether is Modern Enlightenment an une-
vadable gateway to a modern world for each society or each tradition? What
is the difference between the modern world inaugurated by the Enlightenment
and the classical world? These are the questions that must be repeatedly in-

quired into by the people living in and faced with the modern world. This text
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is a transcription from a recording of the discussion.
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